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20th April, 2016
The Hon. Reuven Rivlin
President of the State of Israel
Jerusalem


My esteemed Rubi,

In my capacity as Chairman of World Machal  (the 4,800 volunteers who came from 59 countries to fight for Israel in its War of Independence), I deeply appreciated your heart-warming tribute to the contribution of Czechoslovakia for its courageous help during our fateful war, when not a single democracy came to Israel’s aid.

I had the privilege of serving as the first Chief-of-Air-Operations in the IAF, and “Operation Balak”, namely the flights to and from Czechoslovakia, were Israel’s only life-line to the outside world. This operation was indeed a noble chapter in Israel’s fight for statehood.

Warmest regards and best wishes to you and your family for a Chag Pesach Sameach.

YISHAR KOACH.

Sincerely,
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Smoky Simon, Chairman,
World Machal
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